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Spaying and 
neutering 

saves lives!

How much 
do you 

know about 
crocodiles?

Why don‘t 
spiders get 

caught in 
their webs?

AfriCat rescues 

9 ‘deserted’ 

Wild Dog pups!
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Wildlife

True
or

false

 
A total of 14 extant species 
of crocodiles have been 
recognized, so there are many 
different sizes of crocodile. The 
smallest crocodile is the dwarf 
crocodile. It grows to about  
1.7 metres in length and weighs 
18 to 32 kilograms. The largest 
crocodile is the saltwater 
crocodile. It grows to about 
6,30 metres and can weigh up 
to 1000 - 1200 kilograms. 

How much do you know 
about crocodiles?

Crocodiles don‘t sweat. 
To keep cool, they 

open their mouths in a 
process that is called  

“mouth gaping“, which 
is a lot like panting!

True or false?

Crocodiles can 
hold their breath 

underwater for only 
10 - 15 minutes.

True or false?

Crocodiles can exert 
enormous pressure when 
closing their jaws, but the 

force for opening them is so 
weak, that an adhesive band 

is enough to keep a large 
crocodile‘s jaw shut up.

True or false?

Crocodiles can hide in water 
with only their nostrils, eyes 

and ears at the surface.

To help with 
digestion, crocodiles 
swallow small stones 
that grind up the food 

in their stomachs.

True or false?

In addition to their strong 
jaws, crocodiles also have 
very keen hearing. It is so 
good, they can hear their 
babies calling from inside 

their egg.

True or false?

They are cold-
blooded and 

cannot generate 
their own heat.

True or false?

Wikipedia

Crocodile track
Wikipedia

Crocodiles have to 
eat daily to stay 

healthy!

True or false?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

6.

8.

When a crocodile 
loses a tooth, it is 
quickly replaced!

True or false?

(find answers on page 18)
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Games Questions
& AnswersHelp Pako spot 15 differences!

6
(Find answer on page 18)

If you‘ve ever watched a spider 
move across its web, you may 
have noticed that it doesn‘t get 
stuck like its prey. Instead, spiders 
move quickly and efficiently 
around their webs as if they 
weren‘t sticky at all. How do they 
do that?

Spiders are able to spin sticky and 
non-sticky silk. They avoid walking 
on the sticky silk. In addition, 
spiders have moveable claws on 
their feet that grip and release the 
web’s threads as they walk.

Spiders walk on tiptoes
If you‘ve ever had the pleasure 
of walking into a spider web and 
having silk plastered on your face, 
you know it‘s kind of a sticky, 
clingy substance. A moth that 
flies full speed into such a trap 

doesn‘t stand much of a chance 
of freeing itself. But in both cases, 
the unsuspecting victims came in 
full contact with the spider silk. 
The spider, on the other hand, 
doesn‘t tumble willy-nilly into its 
web. Watch a spider traverse its 
web, and you will notice it takes 
careful steps, tiptoeing delicately 
from thread to thread. Only the 
tips of each leg make contact with 
the silk.

Spiders are also careful groomers. 
If you observe a spider at length, 
you may see her pull each leg 
through her mouth, gently 
scraping off any silk bits and other 
debris that inadvertently stuck to 
her claws or bristles. 
Meticulous grooming probably 
ensures that her legs and body are 
less prone to sticking, should she 

suffer a misstep in the web.

Even if a dishevelled, clumsy 
spider should trip and fall into 
its own web, it‘s not likely to get 
stuck. 

Contrary to popular belief, not all 
spider silk is sticky. In most orb 
weaver webs, for example, only 
the spiral threads have adhesive 
qualities. The spokes of the 
web, as well as the centre of the 
web where the spider rests, are 
constructed without “glue“. She 
can use these threads as pathways 
to walk around the web without 
sticking. 

In some webs, the silk is dotted 
with glue globules, not completely 
coated in adhesive. The spider can 
avoid the sticky spots. 
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• There are approximately 
38,000 known species 
of spiders. Scientists 
believe there are probably 
as many more to be 
discovered.

• Spiders are found on 
every continent except 
Antarctica.

• When a spider travels, 
it always has four legs 
touching the ground and 
four legs off the ground at 
any given moment.

Why don‘t 
spiders get 

caught in 
their webs?
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The most important thing 
to know about spaying and 

neutering is that it saves lives.
 

There are animals sitting in animal shelters 
waiting for homes. Only about half of those 
dogs and cats will ever get one. The other 

half will be euthanized.  
Making the decision to spay or neuter 

your pet means fewer pets. 

Will I miss 
something?

Spay & 
        Neuter

What is 
spaying and 
neutering?

The most 
important 

thing to know
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Spaying and 
neutering 

saves lives!
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In March 2016, the Ministry 
of Environment & Tourism’s 
Carnivore Coordinator 
announced the following:  ‘the 
African Wild Dog (Lycaon pictus), 
has finally been up-listed as 
Specially Protected, under the 
Wildlife Conservation 
Ordinance 4 of 1975; 
this changes the legal 
status of the African 
Wild Dog, as it was not 
protected at all up to 
date, to the same status 
as Rhino in Namibia.’

www.africat.org

It was Sunday, the 26th of June – 
the evening before AfriCat’s annual 
health check was about to start . . . 
Team AfriCat and the participating 
vets were in preparation for an 
early start the following day, 
when we received a phone call 
after sunset from the Chairperson 
of Okamatapati Conservancy (a 
communal conservancy approx. 
160 km east of Okonjima) - a 
communal farmer was in 
possession of nine orphaned pups. 
Wild dog usually dig their dens and 
give birth during the dry months 
June, July and August. The denning 
period of approximately three 
months is the only time of the 
year when Wild Dogs return to the 
same location every day, limiting 
their mobility which can result in 
a decreased encounter rate with 
prey species. For that reason, wild 
dogs often den in areas close to a 
water source that attracts a high 
density of ungulates during the dry 
season or near to another area of 
predictable and easy food supply. 
The concerned farmer apparently 
suffered a loss of six cattle and 
in his misery, chased the adult 
pack off his property leaving nine 
abandoned pups behind. Instead of 
killing them, the farmer contacted 
the Chairperson, who assured him 

that AfriCat would assist with the 
relocation of the pups.           

In-between the manic madness of 
setting up veterinary equipment 
and discussing plans for the 
upcoming health check, Team 
AfriCat had to make their way 
to Okamatapati to collect the 
orphaned Wild Dog pups. Upon 
arrival, the estimated five week old 
dogs were slightly hypothermic but 
otherwise seemed to be healthy 
and in good condition. Team AfriCat 
safely transported them to the 
AfriCat Carnivore Care Centre, 
arriving  at 2 am on Monday 
morning!!  The pups are currently 
housed in a semi-open holding 
facility, the same area Messi, 
Jogi and their sister Robin were 
housed in while recovering from 
their ordeal. http://africat.org/the-
africat-wild-dogs-messi-jogi-and-
robin. 

Meet SAHARA, ATACAMA, 
KALAHARI, MOJAVE AKA MO, 
SONORAN, GOBI, KAROO, NAMIB 
AND THAR. Unlike Team FIFA, 
who arrived at AfriCat exactly two 
years ago and who were named 
in honour of the football players 
of the Soccer World Cup 2014, we 
decided to name the current litter 

in honour of some of the world’s 
most spectacular deserts. 
At an estimated 7 – 8 weeks of 
age, the pups, three females and 
six males, are becoming more 
and more active and explorative. 
Due to the fact that wild dogs are 
extremely prone to a variety of 
diseases, we are monitoring their 
temperatures and weight every 2 - 
3 days, in order to catch a possible 
infection early.  

At this point in time, we are 
focusing on keeping these valuable 
wild dog pups healthy and strong. 
Future plans of rehabilitation and 
possible release into the 20 000 ha 
Okonjima Nature Reserve still needs 
to be assessed and evaluated. 
Wild dogs have large spatial 
requirements and occur at low 
densities. Habitat destruction 
and fragmentation as well as an 
expanding human population have 
led to the fact that wild dogs mainly 
live in protected areas. Where they 
are still roaming in unprotected 
areas, they are actively persecuted. 
In South Africa, meta-populations 
of wild dogs are established 
through the introduction into 
geographically isolated reserves, 
but rely on active management 
programmes. 
If the Okonjima Nature Reserve, 
with its healthy prey base, can 
sustain a pack of 11 wild dogs 
(including Team FIFA, Jogi and 
Robin) or if another suitable release 
site needs to be found, has still to 
be evaluated. 
Since 2005, this is the 5th set of 

pups rescued by AfriCat after a 
phone call from concerned farmers 
from four adjacent conservancies, 
where packs of up to 20 dogs 
are sighted; livestock loss is high 
chiefly due to the fact that their 
natural prey has been decimated 
by poaching and present livestock 
farming practices do not offer 
sufficient protection. 

AfriCat, in communication with 
the Ministry of Environment & 
Tourism, has been given permission 
to hold the 9 wild dogs until plans 
for their future are finalized. 13 
July 2016, AfriCat & members of 
the Ehirovipuka Conservancy met 
with the Okamatapati Conservancy 
Committee to discuss the way 
forward regarding Conservancy 
Policies, research and human-
wildlife conflict mitigation support 
programmes.   

AfriCat rescues 
9 ‘deserted’ 

Wild Dog pups!!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT 
AFRICAT AND THE RAISING OF 
THESE 9, HUNGRY, PAINTED PUPS 
– pls contact us @: 

info@africat.org 
www.africat.org

day after arrival

The 9 wild dog pups

Each puppy weighed every 2nd day



Games Help rescue 
our puppies

Navigate the treacherous seas by working out the following 
tasks (pyramid maths).

Use the compass to guide you. Start at the red arrow, then 
go north, south, east or west to the next task. Draw a line 

to track your journey.

Compass instructions: Once you worked out a task, look at 
the answer (in the yellow block) and then find that number 

on the compass and move in the direction it points.
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Rescue 
Corner

The Cat Protection Society of Namibia 
is a Non-profit Organization of 
volunteers who rescue and rehome 
unwanted, abandoned and feral cats 
and is situated in Windhoek. We take 
care of the kittens and cats in our own 
homes. 
Webpage: 
http://catprotectionsocietyofnamibia.
weebly.com/

Your cat‘s body language can help you  
understand how they are feeling!

These cats are relaxed and happy:

Cat Protection Society of Namibia

16

Feral cat with a tipped ear 
indicating it was neutered in a 
Trap-Neuter-Release program.
The feral cat is a cat that has 
been born into wildness or has 
not had human interaction for a 
significant period of time and is 
self-sufficient.
Farm cats
Farm cats (also called barn cats) 
are cats that live on agricultural 
properties in feral or semi-feral 
condition. They primarily live 
outdoors, usually sheltering in 

outbuildings. They hunt vermin 
such as rodents and other small 
animals that live in or around 
outbuildings and farm fields.
Ship‘s cat
Ship‘s cats are typically feral 
or semi-feral, and were once 
common features on many 
trading, exploration, and naval 
ships. Cats were primarily 
brought aboard to catch mice 
and rats, which can cause 
damage to ropes, woodwork, 
etc.

Socialization
Feral kittens can be trapped 
and socialized, then adopted 
into a home. The age at which 
a kitten becomes difficult to 

socialize, generally range from 
seven weeks to four months of 
age. Although older cats can 
sometimes be socialized, it is a 
very long and difficult process, 
and the cat rarely becomes 
friendly and may remain fearful. 
Feral cats can be effective 
hunters of small animals.
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
involves trapping feral cats, 
spaying or neutering them, 
and then returning them to the 
place where they were originally 
trapped, where ongoing care is 
provided by caregivers. When 
neutered, the cats receive 
vaccinations against rabies, 
and attention to other medical 
needs, if necessary. TNR results 
in fewer complaints, as nuisance 
behaviours diminish following 
neutering, and the quality of 
life of the cats is improved. The 
practice is reported to save 
money and garner more public 
support and better morale than 
efforts that involve killing cats.
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We would love to hear from you!
Send us a picture of you and your 

cat with your name, cat‘s name and 
your age.

cps.melvzyl@gmail.com

Fiona Max

Vanessa

Timmy

Flora

Tom

Cat Sudoku

Cat is 
standing, 
has a 
relaxed 
body posture, 
ears are in a natural 
position, tail is held upright 
with the tip of the tail 
curved, eyes are a normal 
shape, mouth is closed.

Cat is 
lying 
down, 
belly is exposed, body 
posture is relaxed, body is 
stretched out, ears are in 
natural position, eyes may 
be partly closed, mouth is 
closed.

Cat is sitting, body posture 
is relaxed, tail is held out 
loosely from body, ears 
are in natural position, 

eyes are a normal 
shape, mouth is 

closed.A group of cats is called a 
clowder, a male cat is called a tom, 

a female cat is called a molly or queen 
while young cats are called kittens.



Did you know?

Crocodiles never stop growing; the older the animal is, the 
larger it is and some species live for up to 75 years!

© Lip Kee / wikipedia

Activity 
answers

page
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Visit www.fnbnamibia.com.na Or give us a call on Tel: (061) 299 2222. Terms and conditions apply.

create a 
bright future

It’s never too early to start banking. The FNB Future Account offers a host of benefits 
whilst teaching students the early joys of saving and financial security. Use the FNB 
Future Account to transact safely and easily at merchants using a PIN-based Visa 
debit card.

Good to know:
•	 You can withdraw money 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, through our wide         

network of ATMs.
•	 You have access to your Future Account via FNB’s inContact, Cellphone Banking  

& fnbna.mobi, Online Banking & FNB App, ATMs and the branch network.
•	 You can buy prepaid airtime for yourself or someone else via the many FNB    

channels available.

page 
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page 4 
1. True
3. True
4. True
5. True
6. True
8. True

Thanks to their 
slow metabolisms, 

crocodiles can 
survive for 

months without 
food.

2.2. false

Crocodiles can 
hold their breath 
underwater for 
more than an 

hour.

7.7. false

Help rescue 
our puppies 11
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