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Scorpions

Say NO 
to plastic!

Par vo

Water, let s 
not take it 

for granted!
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Wildlife

Scorpions

Venom
Venom: All scorpions have 
neurotoxic venom (poison 
affecting the nervous system) 
which is complex because it has 
different functions (capturing 
prey, defence mechanism, 

Is the scorpion dangerously venomous or not?

Scorpions with THIN tails and LARGE, powerful pincers have 
WEAK venom.

       Scorpions with THICK tails and SMALL, weak pincers 
have POTENT venom.

Small pinchers,
thick tail

= potent venom

Large pinchers,
thin tail

= weak venom

during mating). Some scorpions 
can spray their venom up to 
a meter. Scorpions have full 
control over the amount of 
venom to be injected.
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Prevention

a. In the house                                                    
i. Inspect your bedding 
(also pillow cases) 
before going to sleep.                                                   
ii. Shake-out your shoes, socks 
and towel before putting on or 
using them.
b. Outside the house                                                    
i. Cats and fowls around the 
house keep the number of 
scorpions (and spiders) down.                                                   
ii. Avoid putting your hand into 
any obscured or dark area.                                                  
iii. Never walk barefoot 
outside at night – put on 

Interesting facts
The scorpion doesn’t have good 
vision in spite of the fact that it 
has so many eyes. They have 
at least 6 but they can have as 
many as 12.

They rely on vibrations from 
their surroundings to help them 
determine what is taking place in 
their environment.

It is true that a scorpion is able 
to tell the difference between 
light and dark.

Young scorpions ride on their 
mothers‘ back for the first weeks 
of life.

The scorpion loves to live 
around rocks, sand, and 
trees. However, they are very 
adaptable and have been found 
living in some very unusual 
places.

They are extremely sensitive to 
light and are thus not going to be 
roaming around in the sun – the 
exception being the big, hairy 
Parabuthus villosus that is active 
in the day.

shoes and use a torch light.                                                  
iv. Rubble, compost heaps, 
rubbish, rockeries, garages and 
sheds are good hiding places 
for scorpions and thus ‘danger 
areas’.
c. In the veld                                                    
i. Where possible, wear long 
trousers, boots and socks tucked 
up over the trouser bottoms.                                                   
ii. Do not put your hands 
into holes, tunnels, burrows 
or bird nests where you 

cannot see what is inside.                                                  
iii. Take care when picking 
up rocks, logs and fire wood.                                                  
iv. Do not pick up a ‘dead’ 
scorpion or bring your eyes too 
close – it might be shamming 
dead or squirt its venom.

Shamming death: 
Some scorpions remain 
motionless - impression of 
being dead. Do not pick up 
a ‚dead‘ scorpion!

Venomousness: The coloration 
and markings on a scorpion gives 
NO indication of the degree of its  

venomousness – even the colour of 
the same species varies from place

 to place.

Scorpions are members of the 
class Arachnida and are closely 
related to spiders, mites, and 
ticks. 
Scorpions typically eat insects, 
but their diet can be extremely 
variable - another key to their 
survival in so many harsh 
locales. When food is scarce, 
the scorpion has an amazing 
ability to slow its metabolism 
to as little as one-third the 
typical rate for arthropods. This 
technique enables some species 
to use little oxygen and 
live on as little as a single 
insect per year. Yet even 
with lowered metabolism, 
the scorpion has 
the ability to spring 
quickly to the hunt 
when the opportunity 
presents itself - a 
gift that many 
hibernating 
species lack.
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Scorpions 
fluoresce under 
ultra violet light 
resulting in an 
eerie greenish 
glow.
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Questions
& Answers

Good to 
know

Water, let s 
not take it for 

granted!

Since water is a limited resource and is important to each of us every 
day, water conservation is essential. By following these water con-
servation tips in the home you can help conserve water every day, 

whether there‘s a drought or not:

- Take shorter showers to save 
water and reduce your water 
bills.

- Turn off the water while 
brushing your teeth. Use a cup 
to brush your teeth and rinse 
your mouth instead of using a 
running tap.

- Install low-flow shower heads.

- Run your washing machine and 
dishwasher only when full!

- If you accidentally drop ice 
cubes, don’t throw them in the 
sink. Drop them in a house plant 
instead.

- Soak pots and pans instead of 
letting the water run while you 
scrape them clean.

- Do not wash your utensils 
under an open tap. Fill the sink 
or a large dish and wash them.

-Set your lawn mower to the 
highest setting.

- Use a broom instead of a hose 
to clean your driveway.

- Plant drought-resistant trees 
and plants.

- Fix leaks right away!

- Water plants early in the 
afternoons or early mornings 
when the sun is not too hot.

- Collect and store rainwater for 
drinking or other uses.

- When cleaning verandas and 
patios use a bucket instead of a 
rubber hose.

- Put a layer of mulch around 
trees and plants to reduce 
evaporation and keep the 
soil cool. Organic mulch also 
improves the soil and prevents 
weeds.

inside home outside home

Using water wisely in the 
house can reduce your water 
bills and save money. 

Review your water bill 
monthly to check for 
unusually high use. Check 
water meters at night or on 
the weekend to detect leaks. 
There should be no flow when 
all water using fixtures have 
been turned off.

Tell an adult 
to fix drips 
and leaks!!!

How to save water:
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Games

DESIGNER
You are looking for a 

GRAPHIC ?

Cell: 081 124 1112 | pako@africaonline.com.na
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It is common for an unvaccinated dog to 
contract parvovirus from the streets, 

especially in urban areas where 
there are many dogs.

Par vo
What is parvo 
(parvovirus)?

What 
are the general 

symptoms of 
parvovirus?
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You can 
protect your dog from 

the parvovirus by making 
sure he’s up-to-date on his 

vaccinations. 
Consult with your veterinarian about 
how often your dog will need to be 

revaccinated.

Areas to be avoided until puppies are 
fully vaccinated: public places like 
dams or parks, where many dogs 

are being taken to 
for walks.

How can 
parvovirus be 

treated?

How is 
parvovirus 

transmitted?

How can 
parvovirus 

be 
prevented? 
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Every year, during the health 
examinations on our cheetahs 
at AfriCat, the vets perform 
abdominal ultrasonography on all 
of the cheetahs. This means that 
they scan each cheetah using an 
ultrasound scanner (like the ones 
doctors use to check the baby 
during a woman’s pregnancy) 
in order to make sure that all of 
the animal’s internal organs look 
healthy. 

When it was 11-year-old 
Curly’s turn in July 2014, no 
one was expecting anything 
to be abnormal. She seemed 
perfectly healthy – she was 
eating well, behaving normally, 
and in very good condition. So 
you can imagine everyone’s 
surprise when Doctor Kirberger, 
the specialist performing the 
ultrasound scans, pointed out a 
strange growth on the screen. It 

was about the size and shape of 
a tennis ball. And it was right in 
the middle of Curly’s abdomen! 

He scanned Curly’s abdomen 
even more carefully to try and 
work out what it was. It didn’t 
seem to be part of, or attached 
to, any other organ – but the 
scan showed that it had blood 
flowing into and out of it. It was 
definitely live tissue of some sort. 
There was some worry it might 
be a tumour, but there was no 
way to be sure without getting it 
out of Curly’s abdomen. And that 
would mean surgery.

Luckily Doctor Hartman, a 
specialist surgeon, was part of 
the team that year. He offered to 
use a surgical technique called 
laparoscopy to get a closer 
look at the growth inside Curly. 
Laparoscopy is sometimes 

called ‘keyhole surgery’ because 
instead of having to make a 
long cut in order to be able to 
see the area when operating, 
the surgeons use special 
instruments and a camera, which 
they place inside through tiny 
cuts (keyholes). 

Curly was put under anaesthetic 
and the procedure began. Doctor 
Hartman made a tiny incision in 
Curly’s abdomen and through 
it he pushed the very special 
camera – the laparoscope. 
Some gas was pumped into the 
abdomen through another small 
cut. This helped move all the 
organs inside apart a little so we 
could see clearly. We all watched 
on a large screen as Doctor 
Hartman moved the camera 
around inside Curly’s abdomen. 
And suddenly there it was – a 
strange, bumpy, round pink ball 
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of tissue. The mysterious mass.

Doctor Hartman examined the 
mass and the area around it 
carefully and decided he could 
safely remove it without causing 
any damage to Curly’s organs. 
And so the decision was made 
to perform a type of surgery 
never before performed on a 
cheetah. Using special surgical 
instruments and working only 
through the tiny cuts in Curly’s 
abdomen, Doctor Hartman 
cleanly wrapped the lump in 
a special ‘extraction bag’ and 
safely removed it from inside 
Curly.

Once it was out, the mass was 
taken to the lab, and while 
Doctor Hartman was finishing 
up the operation, the other vets 
began to examine it. One of the 
vets carefully cut it open and 

that’s where things got really 
interesting. Right in the middle of 
it was a sickle bush thorn! Curly 
did not have a tumour. What 
she had was something called a 
foreign body-induced granuloma. 

A foreign body is something 
which is not part of an animal’s 
or person’s body, but that 
somehow gets in. Sometimes, 
when that happens, the animal’s 
body “grows” a protective 
capsule (called a granuloma) 
around that object, in order to 
prevent it from causing damage. 
In Curly’s case the foreign 
body was a sickle bush thorn. 
(Sickle bush, as you may know, 
is one of the plant species 
that will grow on land that has 
been damaged – for example 
by overgrazing, or because of 
drought. This process is called 
bush encroachment).

We think Curly probably 
swallowed the thorn whilst 
eating. Cheetahs don’t chew 
their food, and so sometimes 
grass, leaves and sand are 
swallowed together with their 
meat. In Curly’s case, a sickle 
bush thorn went down too! The 
thorn then must have poked 
right through the stomach wall 
and ended up floating loose in 
the abdomen, causing enough 
irritation there that Curly’s body 
began to build a granuloma 
around it.

Curly recovered very quickly 
from her surgery and is still 
perfectly fit and healthy. She 
seems completely unaware that 
she made medical history that 
day!

Curly July 2015

Dr Robert Kirberger

A Strange Discovery and a 
New Surgical Procedure!

Right in the middle of it wasa sickle bush thorn!

Doctor 
Hartman 

made a tiny 
incision in Curly’s 

abdomen and 
through it he pushed 

the very special 
camera – the 
laparoscope.
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Windhoek SPCA: 061 238 654

t

These fluids are very bad and could cause him to die.
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Rescue 
Corner Say NO to plastic!

Plastic takes 200 - 1000 years to 
decompose into smaller pieces, 
which seep down into the soil 
and release chemicals, which 

eventually reach the water supply.

Few shoppers stop to consider 
that disposable plastic bags 
have a devastating impact on 
marine animals such as whales, 
seals, sea birds and turtles. 
More than 100,000 animals die 
every year after ingesting or 
becoming entangled in them.

Plastic Bag Facts:

The average plastic bag is used 

for only 5 minutes, yet can take 
up to 1,000 years to break down 
in the environment.
Turtles, dolphins, and whales 
can choke or starve by confusing 
plastic bags for jellyfish.
On land, plastic bags kill native 
birds, fauna, cattle, sheep, goats 
and other animals. Animals 
mistaking plastic garbage as 
food items. They swallow them 
and die.

What can we do to help our 
environment? 

1.  Recycle!!!

2. Avoid plastic bags! Bring 
your own shopping bag. Use 
biodegradable bags made from 
fabrics. 

3. Using plastic straws? 
No need!

4. Utensils - use non-plastic.

5. Repair or upgrade. Recycle 
the old item when you need 
something new. 

6. Use a water filter instead of 
purchasing bottled water.

7. Save glass jars and use them 
instead of plastic food storage 
containers.

8. Buy metal or wood furniture 
instead of plastic deck furniture.

9. Pack lunch in reusable 
containers and bags.

10. Re-think your food storage.
Plastic bags, plastic wrap, and 
plastic storage containers are 
worth re-evaluating.

Since plastic was created 
more than a century ago, 
we‘ve become dependent on 
it because of its convenience, 
innovation and function. But 
despite its many applications, 
plastic is polluting our land and 
waterways. 

Even small, simple changes can 
make a big difference!

Plastic bags suffocate, disable and 
kill thousands of marine animals 

and sea birds worldwide each year. 
When the animal dies and decays, 

the plastic bag is free again to repeat 
the deadly cycle.

Over 90% of dead 
seabirds in a study 

had ingested plastic in 
amounts equal to 5% of 

their body weight.

If we use a cloth bag for shopping, 
we can save 6 bags a week, 

that‘s 24 bags a month and 288 
plastic bags a year!

One person can really change 
something!

Chemicals used in plastics like 
phthalates and flame retardants have 
been found in fish, sea mammals and 

other sea life.
Eating these fish and other animals 

out of the sea, we are taking in these 
chemicals.

At least 2/3 of the 
world‘s fish stocks 
are suffering from 
plastic ingestion.

100,000 marine 
creatures die 
from plastic 

entanglement each 
year!

An estimated 
20,000 pieces of 

plastic occupy each 
square kilometre of  

the ocean. !
!

!
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https://mukundi.wordpress.com

Ewan Edwards
www.care2.com

Use a water filter 
instead of purchasing 
bottled water.

Use nylon bags 
instead of plastic 
bags!
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Activity answers

page 7
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Did you know?

The ears of the grasshopper are located 
on their front legs. Book Online: www.airnamibia.comCall Centre: +264 61 299 6111 call.centre@airnamibia.aero

These special services can be booked on request:
•	 Special	discount	for	infants	and	kids	up	to	12	yrs
•	 Unaccompanied	Minors’	Assistance	
•	 Special	Needs’	Assistance
•	 First	Time	Travellers’	Assistance
•	 Special	Baby	and	Kiddies	meals	
•	 Kiddie	Activity	Packs	
•	 Family	friendly	entertainment	on	international	flights
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