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Sea Turtle Quiz

What is the largest 
sea turtle species?

a) Hawksbill
b) Kemp‘s ridley
c) Leatherback
d) Loggerhead

What is a difference bet-
ween sea turtles and turtles 
that live primarily on land?

a) Sea turtles rarely leave the
ocean.
b) Sea turtles have flippers.
c) Sea turtles cannot retract into 
their shells.
d) All of the above.

Which sea turtle does not have the 
bony shell characteristic of all other 
sea turtles?

a) Green sea turtle
b) Kemp‘s ridley
c) Leatherback
d) None of the above

There are seven species of sea turtles. They 
are the leatherback sea turtle, green sea turt-
le, loggerhead sea turtle, Kemp‘s ridley sea 
turtle, hawksbill sea turtle, flatback sea turtle 
and olive ridley sea turtle. Four of the spe-

cies have been identified as “endangered“ or 
“critically endangered“ with another two being 

classed as “vulnerable“.

Sea turtles play key roles in two 
ecosystem types that are critical to 
them as well as to humans - oceans 
and beaches/dunes.
In the oceans, sea turtles, espe-
cially green sea turtles, are one of 
very few creatures that eat the sea 
grass that grows on the sea floor. 
Sea grass needs to be constantly 
cut short to help it grow across the 
sea floor. 

Sea turtles act as grazing animals 
that cut the grass short and help 
maintain the health of the sea grass 
beds. Sea grass beds provide bree-
ding and developmental grounds for 
numerous species of fish, shellfish 
and crustaceans. 

Without sea grass beds, many ma-
rine species humans harvest would 
be lost, as would the lower levels of 
the food chain. The reactions could 
result in many more marine species 
eventually becoming endangered or 
extinct.

Why are Sea Turtles 
important for the 

ecosystem?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_turtle

A major threat to sea turtles is:

a) Black-market trade in eggs and meat.
b) Beach development.
c) Climate change.
d) All of the above.

Which facts are correct?

a) The hatchling‘s gender depends on 
the sand temperature.
b) Turtles tend to live long lives, around 
50 years.
c) Incubation takes about 50–60 days.
d) Most species of Sea Turtles will 
hatch during the night hours, but the 
Kemp Ridley Sea Turtle, will commonly 
hatch during the day. This has caused 
the Kemp Ridley to be the most endan-
gered species of all sea turtles.

Wildlife

Find the answers on page 18

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
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What do you do when 
you suddenly come 

upon a snake?

.... if you are VERY CLOSE
- stand absolutely still...
Most snakes willl flee. Snakes mostly 
ignore objects that are not moving.

Think of a 

traffic light!

If they do NOT move away....
retreat  S L O W L Y....

If the snake is a few metres away - 

W A L K   A W A Y - no need to run: 

snakes never chase people!

Information supplied by: Dr Christo Buys
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Kids Paw Print
The SPCA newsletter for kids

Over the festive season many of 
you may have chosen to bring a 
new pet home from the pound or 
shelter in your vicinity.

This is something very 
commendable as you have given 
this animal a brand-new lease on 
life. Bear in mind however that 
this animal has probably spent 
considerable time in less than 
optimal surroundings. 

It may be that the new addition 
to the family is a bit bewildered 
in what is expected of him. He 
may be a little bit shy or reticent 
and be uncomfortable in being 
hugged too hard. Games like tag 
etc can totally confuse him.

Before the new dog comes to 
his new home discuss where his 
bed will be and who will feed him. 
Treats should also be available 

to him when he has done 
something that meets your 
approval.
Dogs and cats should always 

have a place which they can 
call their own where nobody will 
disturb or tease them or heaven 
forbid punish them. 

Be consistent in potty training 
the new dog or cat and make sure 
they always have fresh water and 
adequate food at feeding times.

Dogs want to have fun and 
will be very grateful if you teach 
them to play. Some of them may 
have forgotten or never had the 
chance to learn this. So above all 
be very patient with your new pet.
Use a gentle yet firm tone that will 

also make them feel comfortable, 
use the same cues at all times 
when you are teaching him new 
tricks.

Windhoek SPCA:  061-238 654

All pets need gentle handling 
and lots of companionship...
after all that is why you made 
them a part of your family. 
Be sure to introduce your new 

pet to the veterinarian of your 
choice for vaccinations and 
deworming on a regular basis. 
This will keep him healthy.
Enjoy the new pet!
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We estimated their age 
between 5 to 6 weeks old, 

so you can just imagine how 
small they were?
 
They were found abandoned and 
in poor condition, together with 6 
other puppies that unfortunately 
were found dead.  Jogi, Messi 
and Robin were rescued. These 
3 orphaned African wild dog 
puppies were handed over to the 
M.E.T (Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism), by the local 
community, who had found them 
after their pack (meaning their 
family) had apparently been 
poisoned and shot.

The surviving pups - two males 
and one female - looked very 
skinny when they were given into 

the care of AfriCat. The males 
both had deep cuts around their 
neck suggesting that they had 
been tied-up with a piece of wire 
before they were brought to the 
M.E.T offices. This also meant 
that they had probably been 
in close contact with domestic 
dogs.  
Domestic dogs very often 
transmit diseases like rabies, 
parvovirus or canine distemper 
which kills wild dogs . . . .  THIS 
WAS VERY WORRYING.

The exposure of these very 
infectious diseases has 
contributed to the threatened 
status of the African Wild 

Dog, which has been 

classified as “Endangered“.  
Do you know what that means?

The open boundaries between 
national parks and villages 
create the close contact between 
wildlife and domestic pets and 
thus, increase the threat of 
disease transmissions. 
Domestic dogs have been 
identified as the major source 
for the two diseases - rabies 
and canine distemper - both of 
which cause significant mortality 
(death rate) in wild carnivore 
populations.  Preventative 
vaccination programmes are in 
place for domestic dogs and cats 
which live around the national 
park in an attempt to prevent the 
further spread of these diseases.  

ROBIN, the slightly smal-
ler female did not have in-
juries around her neck, but 
she developed a large ab-
scess on her right hind leg 
on day 2, which had to be 
cleaned twice a day.

MESSI was also treated for diarrhoea 
(runny tummy). All 3 pups had temperatures 
over 39 degrees, whilst the males’ rose over 
40 degrees at times. After treating them 
with a long-term antibiotic, their temperature 
stabilised quickly. Their wounds slowly closed 
and have completely healed today. According 
to the 3 very special vets who were on 24 hour 
standby to give us advice and direction, wild 
dogs are always in a critical phase until they 
pass 12 – 15 weeks of age!  So AfriCat had to 
really work hard to make sure they survived.  
Well done team AfriCat!

Meanwhile JOGI was causing us some more concern: 
there is always one, is that not so?

In the beginning of September he was observed with a 
serious limp in his right hind leg, such that he was only 
using 3 legs. He was treated with an anti-inflammatory. 
Despite his limp, he did not show any signs of weakness 
and he was still very active, playing with his siblings. 

His condition clearly improved, but a slight instability was 
still visible and so we decided to take him for X-rays to 
find the cause behind his wobbling walking. To make the 
50 km trip to Otjiwarongo easier, Jogi was slightly seda-
ted (meaning he was given an injection to make him a bit 
sleepy) for the transport. The X-ray showed a fracture in 
the bone but it is not that serious and it will get better over 
time as he grows, it will heal by itself.

We are not sure what caused 
the break, but it is possible 

that it occurred because the 
bones of all the puppies were 
weaker than they should have 
been. 
This is often the case in hand-
reared carnivores, and is mostly 
due to an insufficient diet.

In the wild, pups are given 
regurgitated meat that contains 
essential enzymes and special 

bacteria which enhance the 
digesting of the food and 
absorption capabilities of the pup. 

I am sure you all learn at school 
how important vitamins and 
nutrients are for you?  It is exactly 
the same for animals.  
This can be difficult to artificially 
supply to hand-reared pups, and 
therefore their diet suffers as a 
result.

After spending the first two 
months, close to the office and 
clinic complex at the AfriCat’s 
Care Centre in a semi-open 
holding facility, our three dogs 
finally moved into a bigger 
enclosure, after receiving their 
first vaccinations against rabies 
and canine distemper. 

This new area provided enough 
space and room for them to run 
around.

You guessed right!!  Our three ‘painted dog‘ pups 
or as most of you know them, WILD DOGS - Jogi, 
Messi and Robin where rescued during the 2014 
SOCCER WORLD CUP... hence their names; from 
the Okakarara region, (about 100km from AfriCat’s 
headquarters), arrived at AfriCat on the evening of 
14th of July 2014.

The Wild Dogs - 

Part 1: Team FIFA

www.africat.org

We are looking forward to telling you what happened next 
to our wild dogs in the next PAKO issue...cannot wait!
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Getting a puppy

2. The dogs of the breeder and the puppies live with 

the family in the house, not in kennels outside, in the 

garage or in the cellar.

3. The dogs and the puppies are healthy, well fed and vaccinated.

8. The mother of the puppies is present!

5. The puppies have room to play around.

A lot of things are to be      
  considered when getting 

a puppy. 
Especially when you get a dog 
from a breeder, you need to 
choose this breeder carefully. 

Here are some things 
you need to know about 

breeders, dogs and how 
puppies grow up, which will 
make you able to choose the 
right breeder:

6. There is no poo lying around and it does not 
stink.

4. There is only one mother dog with puppies, not 
several. If there are several litters at a time, you can 
be sure that the puppies are not well looked after, 

because there cannot possibly be enough time spent 
on all of them.

7. The dogs of the breeder are friendly with people 

and with other dogs. This is important, because the 

puppies will copy their behaviour.

9. The puppies are at least eight weeks old, when they are given to their new owner. A good breeder refuses to give the puppy away when younger than eight weeks, even if you would offer him money to do so.

10. The dogs of the breeder are friendly with 
people and with other dogs. This is important, 
because the puppies will copy their behaviour.

1. The puppies experience all sorts of things: they know being inside the house and outside, they have been for a short walk, they play with many different toys, they have met a lot of different people (men, women, boys and girls), they know cars and they know the town. By this the puppies will not be afraid of these things when they grow older.

There are a lot of breeders 
not knowing a lot about 

dogs and some don’t even know 
these things. Some will give the 
puppies away too soon, because 
they want to save money. 

If the puppies are sold at an 
early age, they will not need 

so much food, which of course 
has to be bought and paid for. 
Getting a puppy from one of 
those breeders can make you, 
your family and especially your 
new furry family member quite 
unhappy.

Of course, a breeder who 
does all the necessary 

things for his puppies, will not 
sell them cheaply.

If you cannot afford a puppy 
from a good breeder, rather go 

to the SPCA. There they often 
have puppies and those are well 
looked after. And even if they 
do not have any puppies at the 
SPCA: dogs at any age can be 
trained as well as a puppy and 
every dog will consider you his 
family, if you only look after him 
kindly.

The puppy learns how to read the body language of other dogs. If you take a puppy away from his mother and siblings before he is eight weeks old, he can get in serious trouble for the rest of his life. Some dogs never learn how to read another dog and thus get into fights all the time. Other dogs are scared of other dogs for the rest of their life.

2. The puppy learns the so-called “bite inhibition”. 

When playing with his littermates, a puppy starts 

to bite as part of the play. Of course the other 

puppy will not like being bitten, squeals and stops 

playing with the puppy. And sometimes this will 

happen the other way round. By this, the puppy 

learns that biting is not funny and that he should 

not bite dogs or people he likes. He learns that 

biting is only used for defence or when hunting. If 

a puppy is taken away from his family before he 

had eight weeks time to learn this, this puppy can 

get really dangerous later on.

You see, the first eight weeks are crucial for 
the development and the happiness of the 

puppy. To take away a puppy earlier, can make 
the dog really frightened of the world, aggressive 
or really ill.

And there is another good reason, why you 
should get a puppy only when he is eight 

weeks old: mother dogs usually do the education 
of the puppies for the first eight weeks. Then 
the father dog will start educating the little ones. 
Therefore the puppy will be less frightened to 
leave his mummy at this age and consider you 
the next important person to learn from.

Puppies have so much to learn 
from their mother and their 

siblings. They have to learn how 
to walk, how and what to eat, 
how to play and how to commu-
nicate with other dogs. 

Most of those things the pup-
pies have learned within the 

first eight weeks. And there are 
especially two things, a puppy 
needs to learn in this short time, 
which he can only learn from his 
mother and siblings.

Why should the puppy be at least eight weeks 
old, when he moves to his new family?

Pets

Written by: Sarah Tabola

14 15
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We are offering free spay and neuter services for animals in low income communities. The project star-
ted in Outjo and currently the following towns are participating in the project: Rundu, Outjo, Otjiwarongo, 
Henties Bay, Swakopmund, Okahandja, Windhoek, Rehoboth, Gobabis, and Lüderitz.

lindie@africaonline.com.na

haveaheartwindhoek@gmail.com

Rescue 
Corner

Many pets are homeless or being euthanised 
(painless death by an injection). If this news 
makes you sad, you‘re not alone. These num-
bers would go way down if every pet owner 
just got their animal friend spayed or neute-
red. Here‘s what you need to know:

What is spaying and neutering?

The terms “spaying“ and “neutering“ mean the surgical removal of a 

pet‘s reproductive organs. Basically, when an animal gets spayed or 

neutered it will no longer be able to have babies. “Spaying“ applies to 

female animals and “neutering“ is used with males. Most people focus 

on the importance of spaying and neutering dogs and cats, but rabbits 

are also animals that benefit from this. 

Why is spaying and neutering important?  
To put it simply, spaying and neutering reduces the population of 
unwanted and homeless animals in the world. 
It has other benefits for your pet, too. Spayed animals have a lower 
risk of some cancers and other illnesses, and neutered animals don‘t 
have as many problems with aggression, fighting, roaming, and 
certain diseases. 
The idea that spaying and neutering is “mean“ or doesn‘t let your pet 
experience a full life is just a myth! In reality, neutered and spayed 
pets tend to live happier, healthier, longer lives. 

When should your pet be spayed?
Most veterinarians recommend that female cats and dogs be spayed 
before they‘re six months old and males between six months to a 
year old. But it‘s never too late to have this done, even if your pet has 
already had a litter or two. If you adopt an animal from a shelter or 
rescue group, chances are that you won‘t be able to take him or her 
home until the operation is performed. 

The most important thing to know about spaying 
and neutering is that it saves lives. There are animals sitting in 
animal shelters waiting for homes. Only about half of those dogs 
and cats will ever get one. The other half will be euthanised.  
Making the decision to spay or neuter your pet means fewer pets - 
pets as sweet, loving, healthy, and deserving of companionship as 
your own - will be euthanised for lack of a home.

But won‘t I miss out on the fun of having puppies, kittens, or bunnies around?Well, yes. But remember that animals are little for only a few 
months. At some point you have to find homes for these babies 
or commit to keeping them yourself. As they get bigger, they‘ll 
require more time and energy, especially if you already have one 
or more pets. So that‘s a lot of work for just a short amount of baby 
animal time! Here‘s an idea: if you‘re really dying to have a litter 
of kittens running around your house, talk to your family about 
being a temporary “foster home“ for rescued baby animals. Many 
shelters and rescue groups are always in need of these! 

The Have-a-Heart 
Project

Pet overpopulation and animal homelessness 
is a community responsibility. Please help by 

spaying and neutering your pet! 17
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Activity answers

Sea Turtle Quiz
1.

c) Leatherback turtles are 
the largest turtles on Earth, 
reaching up to two metres long 
and 900 kilograms. Kemp‘s 
ridleys are the smallest sea 
turtles, stretching 60 to 70 
centimetres long and weighing 
up to 60 kilograms.

2.

d) Unlike turtles that live on 
land, sea turtles rarely leave the 
ocean after hatching, except to 
nest. Their legs have evolved 
into long paddlelike flippers, 
which propel them through the 
water. Sea turtles cannot fully 
retract into their shells. They 
evade predators by swimming 
away and directing their shells 
toward attackers for protection.

3.

4.

5.

All facts are correct!

c) As its name suggests, 
the leatherback turtle has a 
leathery skin, almost rubbery to 
the touch - not the hard scutes, 
or bony plates, that other sea 
turtles have.

d) All of the above.

page 4

page 6

We tell you more about the Giraffe Conservation Foundation!

Sneak Peek
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