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Why tail 
docking 
is a bad 

idea!

Giraffe are 
everywhere, 
aren’t they?
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www.bankwindhoek.com.na

Bank Windhoek understands that it’s not easy raising a financially savvy child. If you want 

to give your children a head start, teach them the value of money at a young age, to 

ensure that one day they will be able to defeat any financial obstacle. Open a Solo account 

for your little superhero and let them benefit from the best youth account in Namibia with 

no monthly service fee, free ATM withdrawals at our ATMs, free POS transactions and 

many more great features.

Terms & Conditions apply

Raising a 

Superhero 
just became easy...
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Mosquitoes, rats, 
nosey    neighbours, 

people who eat the last 
piece of your birthday 
cake and teachers who 
give you homework due 
the next day, these are all 
pests. Baboons? Baboons 
are not pests. Do they 
occasionally take your 
banana from you at lunch? 
Yes, but let’s be honest, 
who hasn’t dreamed of just 
reaching across and taking 
someone’s snack when 
they’re not looking? At 
least baboons have some 
courage to follow their 
dreams and go through  
with it! 

Wildlife

Here at N/a’an ku se 
Wildlife Sanctuary, 

we specialize in baboons. 
Why? Because when you 
see the little round face of 
an orphaned baby staring 
up at you, you don’t have 
to hesitate on the decision. 
Recently, we received two 
orphaned baboons, Frodo 
and O.C. Imagine finding 
yourself lost and alone and 
then being rescued and 
coming to a place where 
you are warm, safe, cared 
for and supplied with a 
new best friend. This is 
the process these two little 
ones went through. Here 
at N/a’an ku se, we don’t 
stop there. We know night 
time can be scary, so we 
make sure our little balls 
of energy are kept safe 
by our wildlife volunteers! 
Snuggled up against a 
loving Mum for the night, 
our baboons quickly learn 
that they will always have a 
home here and they’ll never 
have to be alone again. 

The important thing 
to remember with 

baboons is that they’re 
very clever. Sometimes a 
little too clever. The world 
is their restaurant and 
everything’s a potential free 
meal, so when they munch 
on something they’re not 
supposed to, remember 
that they are just helping 
themselves to what they 
think is an open buffet. 
They’re not pests, they’re 
hungry opportunists looking 
to solve their own problems.

Often with conflict 
the issue is 

communication, and this 
applies to the conflict 
between humans and 
baboons. Because we 
can’t turn around and say, 
‘Excuse me Mr. Baboon 
with the big teeth, please 
stop eating my crops or I’ll 
have no food for myself 
and my family”, we often 
have to resort to more 
aggressive methods. The 
solution to this problem is 
currently unknown, but here 
at N/a’an ku se we know 
one thing for sure, these 
animals are just like us. 
They eat to survive, they 
share with each other and 
they love a good buffet.

O.C.

Frodo

www.naankuse.com
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Questions
& Answers

Do all 
giraffe look 
the same?

There are nine 
different subspecies 

and some of them look 
quite different!

Find out more about the subspecies on www.giraffeconservation.org (Giraffe Conservation Foundation)

Kordofan giraffe
(Southern Chad, Central African 
Republic, northern Cameroon, 
northern Democratic Republic of 
Congo and likely South Sudan)

West African giraffe
(Niger)

Nubian giraffe
(likely western Ethiopia and 

South Sudan)

Angolan giraffe
(Namibia and central Botswana 

/ extinct in Angola)

South African giraffe
(northern South Africa, 
southern Botswana and 

southern Zimbabwe)

Thornicroft‘s giraffe
(north-eastern Zambia)

Reticulated giraffe
(north-eastern Kenya and 

southern Somalia)

Masai giraffe
(across central and southern Kenya 

and throughout Tanzania)

Name

Where do these 
giraffe live?

Example: 

Compare the colour of 
the border around the 
picture and the colour 
on the map - and you 

know where to find this 
specific giraffe.

Rothschild‘s giraffe
(northern Uganda and 
west-central Kenya)

Photographs provided and 
copyrighted to:
Kordofan: Daniel Cornelis
West African: Fennessy, GCF
Nubian: Ludwig Siege
South African: Nico Smit
Angolan: Fennessy, GCF
Rothschild‘s: Fennessy, GCF
Thornicroft‘s: Joe Dodson
reticulated: Fennessy, GCF
Masai: Megan Strauss6
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Games
Help Nick to spot 

20 differences!
(find answers on page 18)

Kids Paw Print
The SPCA newsletter for kids

Windhoek SPCA:  061-238 654

What is tail docking?
Tail docking is the term given to 
the surgical removal of puppies’ 
tails for cosmetic purposes. The 
procedure was usually performed 
at 2-5 days of age.
The reason some breeds and 
not others are docked is simply 
because of the fashion set for 
that particular breed. 

Tail docking is painful
Many people claim that it does 
not cause pain or discomfort, as 
the nervous system of puppies 
is not fully developed. This is 
not the case; the basic nervous 
system of a dog is fully developed 

at birth. There is also the risk of 
infection or other complications 
associated with this unnecessary 
surgery.

Docked tails can also develop a 
neuroma, or nerve tumour. This 
can cause pain and make your 
dog snappy if her tail is touched. 

Tails are major communication 
tools
The dog’s tail serves a critically 
important role in canine social 
behaviour. The tail is a major 
communication tool between 
dogs. 
The tail’s position and movement 

can indicate friendliness, a desire 
to play, submission or a warning 
signal, among many other 
messages. Thus the tail also 
serves as a protective mechanism 
for dogs, part of the various 
strategies employed by dogs to 
communicate with one another; 
establish boundaries and to avert 
aggressive encounters.
The tail also communicates 
important messages to humans 
during human-dog interactions. 
The action of the tail can help 
humans to interpret a dog’s body 
language and to determine what 
sort of interaction is appropriate 
for a particular dog. Thus the tail 
plays an important role in public 
health and safety. 

Removing the tail impairs a dog’s 
ability to communicate properly, 
leaving them highly vulnerable 
to being misunderstood by 
other dogs and humans and 
placing them at a distinct social 
disadvantage. Therefore tails 
must not be removed for any 
reason other than for therapeutic 
purposes.

Why tail docking is a bad idea!

Dogs are 
communicating with 
their tails. Please 
don‘t dock your dog‘s 
tail!
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She lives in a beautiful 
wilderness, with vast plains, 

high mountains and rocky hills, 
sandy river-beds and tall, thorny 
Acacia trees. Large herds of 
mountain zebra, oryx, kudu, 
eland, black-faced impala, 
springbok, giraffe and elephant 
(as well as some black rhino) 
share this habitat with SPOTS, 
her two sub-adult daughters (28 
months old) and three small, 7 
month-old cubs as well as her 
sister and her two sub-adults - 
these nine lions form a pride. At 
times, two large male lions, one 
golden and the other with a black-
mane, who we think is the father 
of the cubs, join this group of 
lions for a short while, protecting 
the pride of females and helping 
them hunt. 

When the summer rain storms 
roll in from the north, the 

lions seek shelter under rocky-
outcrops, but when the sun shines 
again, the cubs playfully splash 

about in the muddy puddles, 
pouncing on each other’s backs, 
practising for the day when they 
too have to learn to hunt. SPOTS 
and the older ‘sisters’ take good 
care of the cubs, keeping them 
safe from leopards and hyenas, 
making mock-charges at us when 
our research vehicle gets too 
close. During the hot, dry season 
SPOTS must make sure that her 
cubs stay close to the waterholes, 
where she makes most of her 
kills either early morning or in the 
cool of the evening, especially 
when the moon is full.   

SPOTS is a clever lioness, 
which kept her offspring 

hidden, feeding and nursing them 
in their birth-den for 6 weeks 
before she re-joined her pride;  
now, whilst SPOTS and one of 
the older sisters hunts for zebra, 
the other sister stays with the 
cubs under the shady mopane 
trees until they are called to feast.      

                          These lions are lucky as their 
territory is inside a protected 
area named Hobatere, close to 
Etosha, where they are safe from 
angry farmers and hunters. 

They are also kept safe by 
the AfriCat team and the 

lion guardians, who follow their 
movements, making sure that 
they do not leave this protected 
area and kill cattle on the 
neighbouring farms. AfriCat also 
builds kraals for these farmers, 
so that they may keep their 
cattle, donkeys and horses safe 
from all carnivores.  In this way, 
AfriCat helps the farmer and the 
lion, teaching the children, their 
mothers and fathers, how to live 
in peace with the wild animals. 

SPOTS was darted and fitted 
with a GPS-Satellite collar in 

2013; her collar was replaced after 
22 months in September 2014 
and that is why we have learnt 
so much about her and her pride.  

We named her SPOTS because 
her collar was kindly donated by 
a charitable organisation named 
‘Stichting SPOTS’, based in the 
Netherlands. She also still has 
spots on her tummy and her legs.

(Darting Spots)

The AfriCat Hobatere Lion 
Research Project was 

initiated mid-2013, with the 
aim to conduct a study of the 
lion (Panthera leo) population 
within the Hobatere Concession 
Area and movements between 
the Hobatere Concession 
Area, western Etosha National 
Park and adjacent communal 
farmland.

Lion move in and out of 
Hobatere on a regular basis, 

along the southern, western and 
northern boundaries as well as 
between western Etosha National 
Park and Hobatere. Communal 
livestock farmers of the #Khoa 
di //Hoas and Ehirovipuka 
Conservancies are affected by 
this farmer-predator conflict, 
regularly reporting lion movement 
onto farmland especially where 
the boundary fence is porous. 

Lion sightings, tracks as well 
as livestock killed by lions, are 

common on these border farms. 
The frequency of lions crossing 
the Hobatere boundary and the 
establishment of independent 
populations outside of the Etosha 
Park, are not known. The extent 
of livestock loss and resultant lion 
mortality on adjacent farmland 
cannot yet be properly assessed.  

AfriCat ‘s team of dedicated 
researchers and lion 

guardians tirelessly work on 
finding solutions to human-
wildlife conflict and support 
farming communities through 
conservation education and 
agriculture programmes.  

A Lioness called ‘SPOT S ’

(Completed Livestock 
Protection Kraal)

Did you know that lions also 

have spots and rosettes, 

especially when they are 

young, and many older lions 

bear spots on their soft 

tummies and on the insides of 

their legs?   

Should you wish to read more about our work to save the lions, leopards, cheetahs, wild dogs and hyenas of Namibia, please visit our website: www.africat.org or write to us at info@africat.org.

(Jogi‘s, Messie‘s and Roin‘s story to 
be continuead in our next issue).
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Games Build a nest
1. Use the letters on the bird to build ten new words.
2. Write the words on the nests. The first one has been 
done for you. You can use the letters (a, e, i, o, u) more 
than once.

15
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Rescue 
Corner

D i d you know that giraffe are 
already extinct in at least seven 

countries in Africa? Isn’t that sad?!
Because you can spot giraffe often, 
most people do not know that there 
is a problem with giraffe. In the late 
1990s it was estimated that there 
were more than 140,000 giraffe in 
Africa, but today we think there might 
only be as few as 80,000 left. That is 
a massive drop in numbers in only 15 
years.

Today you can find giraffe in a wide 
semi-circle starting all the way 

up in Niger in West Africa, arching 
through Cameroon, Chad, South 
Sudan, Ethiopia and East Africa, 
and then down throughout Southern 
Africa. However, their range is very 
patchy and not continuous. 

Giraffe are everywhere, 

aren’t they?

Giraffe are everywhere, aren’t 
they? That is what most people 

here in Namibia, and also in the 
rest of the world think. When you 
go on safari or just on a quick game 
drive in Daan Viljoen National Park 
or in Etosha, you can be pretty sure 
to see giraffe. Yes, they are almost 
everywhere, but Namibia is one of 
the very few countries with a stable 
or even increasing giraffe population 
– something to be very proud of.

We at the Giraffe Conservation Foun-
dation (GCF) have been concerned 

about giraffe for quite a while now and that’s 
why we actually started GCF. GCF is the 
only charitable organisation in the world 
that focuses solely on giraffe conservation 
in the wild. We just felt, someone had to do 
something.

steph@giraffeconservation.orgCan you spot the differences 

between male and female?

Female
Male

17

There are several reasons for 
the drop in giraffe numbers. 

While there were wild animals living 
everywhere across Africa in the past, 
there are now more and more people 
living here too. Where there used to 
be bush or savannah before, land 
is now used for towns, villages and 
fields to plant food. As a result there 
is less space available for wildlife 
including giraffe. 

Areas where they are still living 
are often cut up in small pieces 

and giraffe can’t roam freely anymore 
– you can imagine that they like 
walking long distances with those 
long legs. Another reason for their 
dropping numbers is illegal hunting 
or poaching. Giraffe are easy to hunt 
and imagine how many people you 
can feed with the meat from one 
giraffe. This is a particular problem in 
Central Africa, where many countries 
are at war and there is a lot of poverty.  

We have an office here in Windhoek – come 
and visit us if you are in the area! – but 

we also work all over Africa, helping to protect 
giraffe and the areas they live in. We work 
closely with other researchers, governments, 
universities and local communities to help 
them save their giraffe. If you want to find 
out more about our projects, visit our website 
www.giraffeconservation.org

Last year we invented a special day 
for giraffe – World Giraffe Day. It is 

celebrated on 21 June. The longest 
night (or day, depending on your 
hemisphere) for the tallest animal. 
Great idea, wasn’t it? We asked 
schools, zoos and organisations 
around the world to celebrate this 
day with us and make it a special 
day for our tall friends. Some schools 
organised painting or colouring-in 
competitions, baked special giraffe 
cakes or muffins, organised special 
science or art projects around giraffe 
or had a casual day under the motto 
‘Jeans for giraffe’ on the Friday 
before. 

Why don’t you ask your teacher 
to make it a special day at your 

school too?!  We are sure you can 
come up with some great ideas! Get 
some inspiration by getting in touch 
with us or visit the World Giraffe Day 
website www.worldgiraffeday.org, 
where you can download colouring-
in sheets, giraffe masks and other 
fun things to do on World Giraffe Day 
2015.

Biopsy darting

What can you do 

to help giraffe?

Male giraffe have much thicker ossicones 
which are mostly bald on top.
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Activity answers

page 8page 6

Don‘t miss our  exciting competition in our next Pako issue!

Sneak Peek

cat
beetle
bird
dog
duck

eagle
seal
lion
baboon
penguin
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